Becauſe that in the following Diſcourſe the 
Reaſon 1s Recited and Antwered, why my 
Miniſtry is Rejected and not Received by 
this Ignorant, but more eſpecially Corrupt 
World ; therefore. I thought it Expedient 

and Neceflary to Publiſh the ſame. 


EZEKIEL uy. 


And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will for 
bear (for they are a Rebellious Hoxſe) yet ſhall know 
that there hath been a Prophet amons them. 


F we could now know and diſcern, as we ſhafl 
know and diſcern 1z the laiter Daies ye ſhall con- 

filer it perfectly )) when we ſhall. be actually car- 
r;cd torth from Time to Eternity, then we ſhould have 
other kind of Thoughts concerning the Things of God, 
then we have in this Lit:, and on this Earth. Who 
ſhall aſcend into Eleaven ? That 18, to bring Chriſt down 
from above, Or who ſhall dejcend into the Deep ? That 1s 
to bring up Chrift az4in from the Dead : But what ſaith 
it? The Word 1s nigh thee, even .in thy Mouth and in 
thy Heart, that.is, . the Word of Faith which . we Preach, 
The Word of Faith will in a manner do all-this, that 
18, bring down things out of Heaven that they are made 
known unt9.us, all one as the things of this Earth. 
Tins Word of Faith,makes 1nvitible things. to be1n a man- 
' ner vitible, and things Future to be Preſent unto us. 
Of this ſort are the whole Scriptures of God, whrich-con- 
tain an Orderly Declaration of things which arc moft ſure- 
ly. beliez21 amono us. So that they are the Word of 
Fith which we Preach. The Scripture doth clvefly 
ſocak of things which are yet to come, and will be 
falfilleZ afi:x that we are gone off froin the Stage Ke 
A | this 
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this Farth, and we ſhall! find it {6 upon the reflection 
and remen:brance. 

Of this ſort 1s the Text I haves here choſen , which 
partly ſpeaks of tmngs Preſent, and partly of things 
to come. And they, whether they will h-ar, or whether 
they will f;rbexr. Hereby their Proof and Trial 1s had 
as to this preſcut Trac : fortius denotes torth their pre- 
ſent kind of Demeanour and Bchaviour- hereupon. 
But by that Phraſe, Yer ſhall know, The particle ſhall, 
is an Adyerb of Futurity ; and by what 1s further ex- 
preflel on, That there hath been a Prophet among them, 
35 thewn forth a Recollechon, that 1o 1t hath been, 
which they were not aware of, and did not altogether 
{0 clearly dattcern then. | 

Th Reaion of my chooſing this Text w Diſcourſe on 
here, 18 to this eflett, Inafinuch as I have been a Prea- 
cher unto the People of this my Generation and Na- 
tion tor ſercral Years laſt pait, and as yet my Mimiftry 
hath been Rejected and not Received amonelt them ; 
whereupon I ain forced to make this, or the hike return, 
That 7 have ſpread 0:29 my hands ll the day wunio a rebecl- 
H12:47 neaple, Tia. 65. 2. I have Iaboured in vain, and ſpent 
my [rrensth for nonsht, and in vain; yet ſerely my work 
i: wuh the Lord, and my judgment with my God, Ui. 49.4. 
A stor every Sin there 1s ſome ſcemnng excuſe, 10 tor thetr 
not hearing the Word of the Lord at my Month, There 
tath been ſuch an 1mazination in the Minds of People. 
Fo ſpeak out thoſe Thonghts of Heart, it ſeems to be to 
this purpoſe, As ſome did contend mith Peter that he 


r211t into Men Uncircamciſed and did eat with them, Acts 


Ii. 3. SW the pcople of this Nation have heard a cer- 
tain kind of Rumoar or Report, That I have Written 
and Spoken ſundry tlings 1n bchalt of a Papiſt; and 
inatmuch as Popery 15s not the 171th as it is in Feſus ( as 
indeed 1t 12 not, which 1 do herchy acknowledge as 
7puch az themielves) From hence they would Falia- 
wort; and Falfly Reaſon and Conclade, That I have 
not 1au:);t, nor yet as Jong as I retain theſe Princt- 
ples, do 7 rexch the way of God intrath. And therefore 
Lt. :* that t 12 £8837 their backs 5 and they 1eftſe to hear 
the Word of the Lord Preached by me. I 


no 
fal 
nel 


Bu 


- 


tio 


(3) 
If in afl this, Thave not been unfaithfull to Got; 


michf nor yet in handling his Word, Neither have we dealt 


ings 
they 
had 
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falſily in thy Covenant ; Our heart is not turned back, 
neither have our fteps declined from thy way,PAA 44. 17.18. 
But 1 have aftirmed his Word and Commandment 
only 1n the ſame manner as they {tand Recorded in 
the Book of the Lord : Then thoſe non Hearers are con- 
vinced out of the Law as Tranſgreſſors; for refuſal or 
neglect to hear the Word of God, is Sin and Tranſgreſ- 
lion. It ſeems very ſtrange, That thoſe who ſeem to 
Preach and Talk very much againſt Sin; yet them= 
ſelves 1n this matter, give way unto, and are guilty 
thereot. But 1t 1s no nevi or unuſual thing, that ſome 
ſpeak againft Sin 11 the general, and yet at the very 
ſame time, themſelves are guilty of the ſame 1in the 
particular Nature hereof. 


True it 18, that Popery 15 made up of Idolatry, Sn- 
peritition and Errour. But yet. we are 1n no wile al- 
lowed by the Chriſtian Rehig1on, which doth command, 


"That ye re/ir not evil, Mat. 5.39. Recompence to no Man 


(C and it fo, it ought not to be done to a Papilt ) Evil 
for Evil. Be not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with 
good, Rom. 12. 17, 21. So that 1t 15 not true and un- 
corrupt Relizion, but contrary to 1t, To Murder, Rob, 
or do any Evil or Wrong unto a Papift. Unleſs Peo- 
ple are become altogether 1gnorant and dull of Ap- 
prehention, It 18 a mott eafie thing to be conceived and 
underſtood, That a Man may be no Pailt, and yet 
do no Evit or Wrong unto a Papiſt. Agreceable 
hereunto is the Will and Commandment of the moſt 
High God, who doth not eſteem Papitts to be worſe tharf 
Idolaters, Strangers, Heathen or Publicans of Old. 
As to them, God declares himſelf and his Wull to be 
on this manner, 1 mill come near to you to judgment ; 
and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſf falſe Smearers, and 
againſt thoſe that turn aſide the Stranger from his right, 
Mal, 3. 5: Such is the Revealed Will of God. And 

1Wreoy2r, It is the ſame Robbery and Injuftice In the 
A 2 Natuce 
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Nature of things, to diſpoſeſs or ſpoil a PapiQt, as | 
any other Pcrſon. P 
What I have Written in behalf of a Papiſt, did 
amount to no more then this, That meerly or fo far þ 
only as he was aPapitt, he ought not to have been turn-þ 
ed a{ide from his Right ; which I grounded from al. |}: 
2, 5- aforecited : And alſo from Lam. 3.35, 36. Toh 
rr afide the Right of a an before the Face of the Mob 
High, To ſubvert 4 Man in his cauſe, the Lord ap=|6 
+ re not. Whacti 1s as plain a Declaration of the\ 
ind and. Will of God, as any .thing in the World 
can be; and alwgether as plain and ſelf-evident as[c 
that maxim 18, Wharſoever ye would that en ſhould do1 
una ye, do ye even fo to them, for this is the Law and\;j 
the Prophets. In this place of the Lamentations 1t be- « 
ing ſaid; Man, indefinitely, it extends equally and all | 
one, to Sinner as to Saint, to Gentile as well as to the | 
Fer, to Bond or Free, yea to all of the Race and Line- 
age of Mankind, To turn aſide the Right of any Man. 
»hatſoever, or to ſubvert any Man whatſoever in bis caufe 
the Lord approveth not. So that, 1f herein I have only!\' 
delivered and made known the truth as it 1s in the 
Scriptures of God, then alſo it 1s the truth as 1t 1s 11 
Feſtus, for Jeſs 1s the Word of God: Then I ay, 
That when the Dead ſmall and prea: ſhall and before 
God, I ſhall have boldneſs in that Day, when I _ 
2t the Bar of his Judgment Seat, 1mplcad the People | 
of this my Generation and Nation, for their not hear- 
0g or not receiving that part of the Word of God 
which was committed to my Munſtration ; and them- 
{-lves may meet with fear , ſhame and confution of 
Face, when they are called to give an Account for 
the fame; then alſo thall they know who aid for- 
bear, That there hath been 2 Prophet among them. | 
They are 1n our Text called Rebellious who did for- 
bear ; for 10 many things in the Scriptures of God 
are ſpoken forth againſt them who are non hearers 
or who refuſe to hear- his Word. Seeing thou hateſf in- 
ffrullion and calle} my words behind thee, Plal. 50. 17. 
This evil people hich refuſe to hear my words, Jes. 1308 ; 
ea 


(FI 
Wea, there 15 much more ſa1d azainſt them then thoſe 
| Cautions are againſt Deceivers, or Take heed what ye 
as fear. Where again 1t 1s obſervable, That we are 
not forbid to hear but intimation 15 rather given, 
Ld [Chat we ſhould hear, as well as prove all things; for 
ar how could we Prove them, unleſs we did firſt hear 
rn-bad know them. We ought to Take heed what we 
al. bear, that is, Examine and Prove well what we do 
 Tohtear. Seeing that theſe things are ſo, I admire, how 
ZetÞany who pretend. to have the real fear of God, can 
ap-lor do turn their backs upon the Preaching of kis 
the[Word. | 
rd Snch who forbear and refuſe to Hear, Read, or Re- 
 ASfceive 1t, would have the Word of God ( which like 
d9[its Author, is without Uariableneſs or Shadow of turn- 
md 'ing) to be faſhioned and modelled according to their 
*- own Imaginations and Luſts. Which ſame Imagi- 
Ul nations and Luſts of Men are different from, and con- 
he trary unto the Word of God. A _. manifett Evidence 
e- that there 1s a ſpreading and prevailing Corruption, 
42 | Tranſgreffion and Iniquity in this Nation ; becauſe that 
je the multitude of People 1s ſo very much zealous tor it ; 
1y\'for the multitude have been all along, for what 1s cither 
he contrary unto, or difterent trom the Law and Revea- 
I2| I Will of God. Even from the days of your Fathers 
Y,| 3e are gone away from mine Ordinances, and have not kept 
1e| them, Mal. 3. 79. This Word Ordinance, doth denote an 
T | eſtabliſhed and fixed Order of things according as Gol 
©| hath appointed them. And here it 1s witnetled and 
r-| affirmed, That in the ſeveral Generations and Coun- 
«> | tzies, the People have varied from, and have nor kept 
-| them. Now there 1s more credit to be given unto the 
f! affirmation of the Word of God (that being a forerun- 
r: ner of his future Judgment) then to all the Utndica- 
=} tionsand Hypocritical Pretences of the People themſel- 
v2s, that they bave not gone away from his Ordin- 
=; ances, when indeed they have; of then indeed 1s to 
t be had to all the ſayings, of Biſhops, Doctors, or Prea- 
S; chers, the Prieſts and People themſelves, Who Rob Fa- 
"7 ther or Aother, and fay it ” ng Tranſgreſſin ; Prov. 28. 
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Nature of things, to diſpoſefs or ſpoil a Papiſt, a5 þe 
any other Pcrſon. | 

What I have Written in behalf of a Papiſt, did 
amount to no more then this, That meerly or ſo far 
only as he was aPapiuit, he ought not to have been turn- 
ed aſide from his Right ; which TI grounded from al. |} 
3, 5: aforecited: And alſo from Lam. 2.35, 36. To 
rr afide the Right of a Man before the Face of the Me 
High, To ſubvert a Man in his cauſe, the Lord ap=-|6 
<noog not. Which 1s as plain a Declaration of the |\ 

ind and. Will of God, as any .thing in the World 
can be; and altwgether as plain and ſelf-evident as 
that maxim 18, Wharſoever ye would that Aden ſhould 49 
na ye, do ye even fo to them, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets. In this place of the Lamentations 1t be- 
ing ſaid; an, indefinitely, it extends equally and all 
one, to Sinner as to Saint, to Gentile as well as to the 
Fer, to Bond or Free, yea to all of the Race and Line- 
age of Mankind; To twrn afide the Right of any Man 
»hatſoever, or to ſubvert any Man mwhatſocver in bis cagfe 
the Lord approveth not. So that, 1f herein I have only} 
delivered and made known the truth as it 1s in the 
Scriptures of God, then alſo it 1s the truth as 1t 1s 11 
Fefus, for Jeſus 18 the Word of God: Then I fay, 
That when the Dead ſmall and preat: ſhall ſtand before 
God, T (hall have boldneſs in that Day, when I ay 
at the Bar of his Judgment Seat, 1mplcad the People 
of this my Generation and Nation, for their not hear- 
70g, or not receiving that part of the Word of Got 
winch was committed to my Munſtration ; and them- | 
{-lves may meet with fear , ſhame and confulion of | 
Face, when they are called to give an Account for 
the ſame; then alſo ſhall they know who ad for- 
bear, That there hath been 2 Prophet among them. 

They are in our Text called Rebellious who did for- 
bear ; for 1o many things in the Scriptures of God 
are ſpoken forth againſt them who are non hearers 
or who refuſe to hear- his Word. Seeing thou hateſf in- 
(fruflion and caſicit my words behind thee, Plal. 50. 17. | 
This evil people which refuſe to hear my words, Jes. 30S } 

ea | 
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Yea, there 1s much more ſaid againſt them then thoſe 
autions are againſt Deceivers, or Take heed what ye 
hear. Where again 1t 1s obſervable, That we are 
not forbid to hear but intimation 15 rather given, 
That we ſhould hear, as well as prove all things; for 
how could we Prove them, unleſs we did firſt hear 
and know them. We ought to Take heed what we 


« hear, that 1s, Examine and Prove well what we do 


hear. Seeing that theſe things are ſo, I admire, how 
any who pretend to have the real fear of God, can 
or do turn their backs upon the Preaching of kis 
Word. 

Such who forbear and refuſe to Hear, Read, or Re- 
ceive it, would have the Word of God ( which like 


its Author, 15 without Uariableneſs or Shadow of turn- 
ing) to be faſhioned and modelled according to their 
own Imazginations and Luſts. Which ſame Imagi- 
nations and Luſts of Men are different from, and con- 
trary unto the Word of God. A. mamteſt Evidence 
that there is a ſpreading and prevailing Corruption, 
Tranſzgreffion and Iniquity in this Nation ; becauſe that 
the multitude of People 1s ſo very much zealous for it ; 


for the multitude have been all along, for what 1scither 


contrary unto, or different from the Law and Revea- 
I& Will of God. Even from the days of your Fathers 
ye are gone away from mine Ordinances, and have not kept 
them, Mal. 3. 7. This Word Ordinance, doth denote an 
eſtabliſhed and fixed Order of things according as Gol 
hath appointed them. And here it 1s witnetled and 
affirmed, That in the ſeveral Generations and Coun- 
tjics, the People have varied from, and have nor kept 
them, Now there is more credit to be given unto the 
2/rmation of the Word of God (that being a forerun- 
ner of his future Judgment) then to all the Utndica- 
tions and Hypocritical Pretences of the People themſel- 
v2s, that they bave not gone away from his Ordin- 
ances , when indezd they have; of then indeed 1s to 
be bad to all the ſayings, of Biſhops, Doctors, or Prea- 
chers, the Prieſts and People themſelves, Who Rob Fa- 
ther or Mother, and ſay it of ng Tranſgreſſion ; Prov. 28. 
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24. When indeed it 18 a Tranſgreſſion. And fo it will 
clearly appear at the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, when 


another Scene and Face ot things will be ſeen over 
what 15 now ; then they which juſtifie themſelyes before 


Aten, and who are highly cteemed amongſt Men will be a-F}. , 


bomination in the ſight of God, Luke 16. eh And on 
the other hand, that ſolid, ſincere, unaftected Piety, that 
univerſal Zeal for God, and for all his Commandments 
indefinitely without exception, not keeping ſome and 
neglecting others,as the manner of many 15 at this Day, 
but an actual obſervance of all them, not breaking the 
leaf Commandment , Mat. 5. 19. For any ſpectous end or 
pretence whatever, although this be now ſpoken a- 
gainſt, and reproached by Men, who are the Tranſ- 
_ , will yet be commended and accepted by 
=_ + at 

In alt probability and likehthood, the Stream and 
Maultitude of the Jewiſh People, did run againſt Ne- 
buchadnezzayr King, of Babylon, with as much Zeal, Heat, 
and Enmity: As we have ſeen and known the greater 
part of the Inhabitants thereof, do hate him that was 
King over this Nation, and for theſe twelve Years laſt 
paſt, They would not have him Reign over them , Luke 
I9. 14. And that for the fame Reaſon : For as our 
People feared that ſuch a one would Conquer ana En- 
{hve them after French Methods, and compel them to 
Popery. So peradventure the Antient Jews might have 
Cecret indignation and hatred againſt Nebachadnezar, 
becauſe he had made a Conqueſt over them ; for this 
belongs to Conquerors, to be 1nwardly and ny ha- 
ted,” though they arc outwardly feared. And alſo be- 
cauſe this Nebachadn:zzar was an Heathen, an Idolater 
and a Stranger ; and as 1t was /Vot lawful for a' fan 
rhat was a Jew to keep company with any other Nation, 16 
they d1d conceive, and keep up nnkindneſs and ha- 
tred againſt them. Notwithftanding this nund of the 
{ſewith Nation ;: yet Ezekiel a true Prophet of the Lord 
in his ſeventeenth Chapter, dath ſpeak fundry thing, 
in behalf of the King of Babylon, according to hamane 
Apprehenſion ; whereas 1n Truth he ſpeaks, ae the 
> | _ ; ain 
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Dath and Covenant of God, which the Jewiſh Nation 
had taken unto him. 55 that here 1t might have been 
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naſmuch as thou woul:Uii have vs retain on titÞh- 204 
on unto. an Heathen Kine, ant mt robot anain's him 
3 ES Lada: TD Iu 7 2:7 
as we have done: Nevettheleis the Prophet Ezei:cf 
doth there ſpeak fandry things aca:oft their Rebelt;on x 
Nay, It 1s not {o much Ezetrel, as the Spirit of God 
God which ſpake by hi -bo knows beſt what 1s his 

i ſpake by him, who knows beft what 18 his 
own Laws, and what 15 pleaiing 12 his Sight. Seek 
ye ont of the Book of the Lord, and read; for therein 
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it 15 written, Tha: we ſhould have our Converſation honeſt 
Blaſphemed, and the way of Truth evil ſpoken of amone# 
them : That we ſhould carry our ſelves wiſely towards 
them that ere without, Recompence to no Man evil for evil, 
Provide things honeft in the ſight of all Afen: Be not 
gwercome of evil; but qvercome evil withgood. Now ſeeing 
that our God hath given ſuch and tuch Command- 


| anon the Gentiles, leafs the Name of the Lord ſhould be 


ments? and many more to the {ame purpoſe, as may 


be {ce 119 the Old and New Teſtament ; here to al- 
Inde 1nto that ſaying of Peter, in As 11. 17. What are 
we the *finifters and Preachers of his Word,tha: we ſhould 
withfand God 2 Or that we ſhonld vary from his 
Word and Commandment? Or that we thould be {i- 
lent ſo asnot to make mention of this Word and Com- 
mandment of the Lord, becauſe that it will dijpleaſe 
the Pcople,in that-they have lately acted contrary there- 
unto. Far be it from me, and ie my Tonga: cleave 
ro the Roof of my Aonth, if ever I ſhould be a Men- 
pleaſer after this manner. For if I yet pleaſed Men, 1 
ſhogld not be the ſervant of Chriſt. By bis Grace and 
Afiſtance, and inviſible Protection, I wilt go on, and 
proceed to bchave mv «elf truly in his Covenant, that 18, 
to tpeak out and aſſert the Commandments of God, 
exactly in the very ſame manner as they are : How- 
ever my M'niftry 1s Reccived or Rejected by the Mul- 
titude : or whether I do bear the-Scorn and Roproulh 
En 4s 84 o 
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of the High and Mighty People, as David himſelf wit- | 
nefleth he did, whole example herein T am conftor- | 
med unto. I am determined through Chriſt that 
Krengtheneth me, to follow the Lamb, who 1s the Word, 
and the Word 1s God , and fo the: conducts and lea-+ 
dings of Divine Truth, Whether ſoewer it goes, whether 
I have many or -few hearers; for herein God will be 
more glorified ; and hereby I ſhall give a good and 
right Account of my Miniſtry, -- - AE 

-It hath been the way and method of Satan, 1n the 
ſeveral Generations and Countries ; and f he con- 
tinues to doat this Day, that where he ſees and diſcerns 
C for he 1s both a knowing and diſcerning Spirit ) that 
ſuch a ones Miniſtry would do more good; than others; 
or that God hath anointed ſuch 4 particular Creature 
of his with the Oyl of gladneſs above his fellows; There 
Satan the Enemy will labour and endeavour ſome way 
or other to: puzzle and perplex his' Miniſtry, 1o as to 
render 1t- either of none, or if that 15 not poſſible; yet 
of leſs eftet. And though what is of God, will ſtand. 
in ſpite of-Men or Devils; and the fame will he re- 
ceived nevertheleſs, hy ' ſome oi the Servants of God: 
Yet many others in ſuch a time of Temptation and 
Trial, will fajl and go utterly away. For Example 
whereof ,.' we may have recourſe unto the Hiſtory of, 
the Prophets, Chriſt and the Apoſtles; whoſe Writings ” 
and 1ayings do abundantly ſhew forth arid maniteſt | 
the: Reproaches arid perverſe Uſage of the People con- 
cerning them.: Of our Lord and Saviour himſelf, Being 
-ade betten then the Angels; Heb. 1.4. And greater then 
all the Prophets, yet we thus read, He is deſpiſed and 
reretfed of en; he: is deſpiſed end we efteemed him not, 
Ifa. 53 3. And yet in him was the words of our Text 
Itterally. fulfilled. - : And they; whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear ( for they are a rebellious Houſe ) 
Jp hall Inow that there hath been a Prophet among them. 

ven that Prophet ef whom - God by Aoſes ſpoke, 1 
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will: raiſe them up a Prophet from among their Brethren 
like unto thee, and mill put my words in his. mouth, and 
be - ſhall ſpent unto them all that 1 ſhall command bim. Yet 
;* Þ . le AE , | In 
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| in the Days of his Fleſh, ſome of the People of that 


Generation did hear Chriſt, and others again did foy- 
bear and not hear him. Who Reproached him for 2 
Deceiver, Mat. 27. 63. And many of them ſaid, he hath 
a Devil, and is mal, Why hear ye him? Joh. 1c. 29. And 
yet ſome of the very ſame Perſons, after they had Cru- 
cified and Put him to Death, then they did confeſs 
and acknowledge, Now the Centurion and thoſe that 
were with him ( even thoſe People who had Reproached, 
Perſecuted and RejeRted him ) watching Feſus, ſaw 
the Earthquake, and thoſe things that were done they- fear- 
ed greatly ; ſaying, truly this was the Son of God. Afﬀeer 
that they had crecified the Lord Jeſus, then they did 
know, and own him to have been a Prophet ; yea 
the very Son of God. And fo it was with the other 
Prophets, after they had Perſecuted and: Slain them 
and after they had finiſh:4 their Teſtimony and /Aini- 
/#*y, or after that they were Dead; then the People 
could Remember and look back , that ſuch an one 
was a Prophet or an eminent Servant of the Lord. 
Lo, when this is come to paſs, then ſhall it be known 
that there hath been a Prophet among them. 

The fooliſh and abſurd Nature of Men, doth more 
prize and eſteem of things by their want, then by the 
having them. Like as we value Health in the time of 
Sickneſs : So ſuch a precious Jewel as a ſound, faithful 
underftanding Miniſtry, which 1s Health and Life to 
our Souls, which feeds them with Knowledge and Un- 
derſ{tanding ; even this 1s more eſteemed when it 1s loſt 
then when had and enjoyed. Like as in the time of Sam- 
wel, The Word: of the Lord was precious, in thoſe Days there 
Was no open viſion. So when a thing, 15 common, or 
preſent, or eaſily had, then alſo it 18 apt to_be re- 
tuſed and not eftcemed off: - But when the fame 
paſt by and irrecoverable , then they; with for and 
or OE ” 

: Another Reaſon why thoſe eminent Inſtruments 
of the Glory of God, in their ſeveral Generations, were 
rejected by the People thereof ; becauſe they d1d Preach 
and Teach what did ychemently and wioicntly _ 
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tradict the Lnfts and Will of Men, and they would 
not endure that, but keep unto their own Luſts 11 ; 
and thereupon they Reproached, Rejected and evil cn- 
treated the Ser2ants of the moft High God, who did teach 
the way of Salvation. There 18 ſomewhat of this 1n all, 
even the worſt and moſt diſobedient of Men : They 
have ſome Senſe and Apprehenfion of the Great God 
over all, and they fain would be at Peace and Re- 
conciliation with him ; for as he doth good, fo he can 
puniſh - and make miſerable, as 18 evident tothe moſt 
Ungodly and Ignorant, by that Sickneſs and Death 
which he ſends upon the Children of Mzn ; And there- 
fore, though they have Tranſerefied, and do {till go 
aſide trom the way of his Commandments : They 
would fo have 1t, as if God had given no ſuch Com- 


- mandments at all. Like the queſtion of the Serpent 


(by whoſe Temptation they are fiill acted ) Tea, haty 
God fjaid, ye ſhall not. eat of every Tree in the Garden 
By which he wenld cunningly ſuggeſt and ini 1n- 
to their Minds, as 1f God had not faid fo; Even 1o 
a Thought doth arife-1n the Hearts of the Diſobedient, 
as if God had given no ſuch Commandments. But: 
when his faithful Miniſters do afirm that he bath, then 
they ſeem to be Setters forth of range Dotirins, and 
to Brins ſom? new things to their ears. Hence there are 
that Raiſe up ſffrife and contention, Hab. 1. 3. For theſe 
Ungodly Men walking after their own Lys will ftrive 
os. contend againſt fuch who Preach the Word and 
Commandment of God, againſt their Ungodlineſs and 
Lufts. Therefore as itis in the following words, The 
Law is ſlacked, ver. 4. When it 1s cither forgotten or 
broken by them. 

It we look back unto the particular Hiſtory of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, we thall find that the Re- 
proaches and evil Entreaty of the People againſt them 
did ariſe for this very cauſe. What a ftir was there 
againſt Pas], made by Demetrizs and his fellow Crafts 
Men, when he Preached againft the Idolatry of the 
People of Athens; and ſo he mentions that he was 


evil untreated at Philipp for the Like Reaſon. The 
a1l- 


58, 
Inhabitants of both Places did imagine that they did 
Pleaſe, Atone and WorHhin the Great God of the 
World, by thoſe their Idolatrous and Superſtitions 
Rites and Cuſtoms : But when the Apoſtle did from 
the Spirit of the moſt High God, contradict them there- 
in, then the Heathen mere in a rage, by having heard 
that heretofore themſelves followed 4 vain thing. The 
Doctrine of the Apoſtle Paxzl as to this matter, is 
exactly fitted and applyed againſt -theſe their falſe 


Imaginations. God that made the World, and all things 


therein , ſeeing that he is Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
dwelleth not in hag we made with hands, ntither is Wor 
{hipped with ens hands as though he needed any thing, 
jeeing that he giveth to all Life and Breath and all things. 
Foraſmuch then as we are the offsþring of God, we ought 
not to think that the God-head is like unto Gold and $il- 
wer , or Stone praven by art and Mans device, Now 
Preaching and Publiſhing hath that Effect, that ſome 
do beheve, receive and obey the things Spoken or Pub- 
Iiſhed, others do kick againſt them ; as 1t 18 ſaid 1n the 
ſame Chapter, that they mocked at the following Do- 
&rine of this ſame Apoltte. h 


It 15 a work of an hard Nature to ſtrive againſt the 


Luſts, long recerwed euſtoms, eſtabliſhed Rites and 
Habits of Men : For cuſtom 1s a ſccond Nature, and 
when People have been long uſed to a thing, you 
had almoit as good tear or pluck away one of thoin 
Limbs, as go about to;remove or perſwade People off 
fromit. Can a Leopard change his Spots, or an«/Ethopian his 


Skin 2 So may they do well, who have been accuſtomed to do 


evil. That 1s, 1t 18 very hard and difficult. Neverthe- 
Jeſs if that ſame cuſtom be evil or vain ; then as the ſame 
God did Create the outward Man; ſo m the fſe- 
cond or New Creation of him, which 1s called the 
New Birth, or Regeneration ( which ſignifies a being 
born again) the Grace of Gol will perſwade off from, 
and get rid of that ſame evil or vain Cuſtom. Saith 
the ſame Apoſtle, JF _ the manncr of Men I have 
fouoht with Beaſts at Epheſus. Now Beaſts wil (what 
heth in them , unleſs they be broken off _ it) 
? 4: : cep 


A 


( 12) 
unto their Luſts, and to their Cuſtoms; and fo long 
as Men are ofthe ſqme Mind, they are after the man- 
mer of Beaſts: Like as a Carriers Horſe will go on 
in its wonted way ; ſo The brutiſh among the People 
are for doing ſtill (though 1t be evil or talſe) what 
they have been uſed and accuſtomed unto ; for ſuch 
are led by Sence and Memory, and not by Reaſon 
or Judgment. Now Faith 1s an higher and more ſublime 
Principle of Action, which carries above all theſe : And 
where the Man doth live by Faith, and a& by Faith, 
then He puts away childiſh things, 1 Cor. 13. 11. Then 
he puts away the 1nfzr1our Principles; by which others, 
and perhaps himſelf formerly did At and Live. And 
now he 15 acted by Faith only. Whereby he becomes 
fomewhat above and beyond a Man, as Reaſon Ad- 
vances above a Bzatt; For Fleſh and Blood doth not 
reveal theſe things unto him. 

The jujt ſballlive by his Faith, Hab. 2. 4, Which 1s 
a great and obſervable Scripture, 1n that it is thrice quo- 
ted by the Apoſtle Paul; and it 1s written for our 
Inftruction and Admwonition, por whows the ends of the 
world are come. To lead and bring People over unto 
this Noble and Divine State of Living by Faith, 1s 
the end of all our Writing Books and Preaching Ser- 
mons. But the generality of Mankind hath been folonsg 
Settled upon the lees, and funk down 1nto Earthlineſs, 


Senſe and the things of this Lite, that they are not 


ſo eaſily and ſoon raiſed up to this Spiritual frame of 
Mind, which 1f obtained , would influence all their 
Actions.” There 1s that in the Hearts of Natural Un- 
regenerate People, and alſo that remainder of Cor- 
ruption, and of the old Nature, even 1n the Regene- 
rate; that theſe Jaſt do grow weary of, and the others 
do firive againſt the Heavenly ſeed of true Doctrine. 
There 1s a reluctancy 1n the tormer, and an aukward- 
neſs in the latter. And asit 1s written, There was War 
an Heaven, Michal with his Angels fough: with 
the Dragon and his Angels. So hence doth arifte War 
in the Sonl of Man: Ebrift eſus, with the words he 


puts into the Heart , doth fight with the Devil _— 
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tis Suggeſtions, * and alſo with what Temptations arif© 
from the Fleth, and from the things of this World ; 
and accordingly as one prevails or the other, ſo is the 
Man determined to Good or Ey:i!, Truth or Falſhood, 
Night or Wrong. 
There is a way which ſeemeth right in a Mans onn eyes, but 
the paths thereof lead unto Death, And as God hath 
made our Nature with a ſtrong bent and tendency to 
the thing that right is; ſo even 1n our back(ſlidings 
and goings aſide, we do not commonly any thing that 
1s wrong, but under a ſhew and outward appearance 
of right. The time cometh, that whoſoever Killeth you, will 
think that he doth God ſervice, John 16. 2. Saud Jeſus to his 
Diſciples, and that was committing a grievous Sin, even 
Maurther it ſelf. Yet however range it may ſeem, yet 
ſoit is, that People are fo infatuated and dejuded as to 
think that they did ferve and obey God, whilſt they 
were acting a thing contrary to his Laws. This con- 
firins what was atore obſerved, That People think 
that they do keep the Commandments cf God, even 
whillt they break and tranſgreſs them, and they fan 
would have it ſo as if they had not ſinned. An Ex- 
ample hereof may be ſeen 1n the Hiſtory of the tall of 
Adam. Now the Serpent was made more ſubtil then any 
beat of the field, which the Lord God had made: And 
he jail unto the Woman ; yea hath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat 
of every tree of the Garden, Gen. 3. 1. By which he woul& 
cunmogly infinuate 41n the firſt place, as 1f God had 
even no fuch Commandment ; which yet was fo e- 
vident to their Hearts and Conſciences, That the Ser- 
pent hunſelf conld not well gain-fay and deny 1t, as 
appears by the Anſier of the Woman, in ver. 2.3. 
Whereupon theSerpent dd reply 1n ver. 4.5. And trame 
another kind of Temptation : unto which the Man 
and Woman do unhappily ycild. But then 1t being ad- 
ded, And the eyes of them bath were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked. By their Eyes being opened, may 
be at firſt ſuppoſed, as if their Condition was not 
bcreupon become worſe but better for the pre- 
{cnt : For ſo it ſeems ,- where thoſe who heretofore 
| were 
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were blind or Blear-eyed do ſee, Here again it may 
be perceived, from the following Verſe : There was 
alſo in them, a ſecret conſciouſneſs that they had of- 
fended God; for it was this which made them hide 
Themſeckues from tle preſence of the Lord God, among the 
trees of the Garden. From all which conſidered together, 


this true Obſcryation may be gathered, That though 


Satan would fugcett unto Sinners and Tranfgrefſſors ; 
as it God had given no Commandment againſt what 
he tempts unto; yet nevertheleſs, after they have com- 
mitted the ſame, there 1s a conſciouſneſs, and full 
conviction within them , that they have alſo herein 
done ſomewhat to oftend and difpleate God ; which 
15 alfo ſenſible unto themſelves, by: that guilt which 
doth appear forth upon their inward parts, and by 
that fear which they labour under. 

In every inſtance of Tranſgrefſion before the fat is 
committed, A deceived Heart doth turn them aſide: And 
ſo 1: 18 afterwards, The deceived Heart doth continue and 
hinder them from ,coming to Repentance. Sin doth 
calt a Cloud over the underſtanding, which doth hinder 
the influence of the Sz» of Righteouſneſs, and deprives 
of the knowledge of things Divine. Remarkable 1s 
that of Danicl 12:19. any ſhall be purified and made 
white and tried ; but the wicked ſhall do wickedly, and none 
of the wicked ſhall ander/tand ; but the wiſe ſhall wder- 
ffand. Hence it 18, even to them which ſiumble at the word, 
being diſobedi:nt, 1 Pet. 2. $. That People are fo puzzled 
and perplexed at the works and doings of God. I: 
have ſinned with our Fathers, we have committed iniquity, 
and done mickedly, Pfal. 106.6. And what 1s the' con- 
1:quent of that, may be ſeen in the next verſe. Owr 
Fathers uader/500d nor thy wonders in eAgypt. Theretore 
1t was bccauſe they had ſinned and . done wickedly, 
and committed iniquity. Thus 15 the very Reaſon why 
People do underſtand fo very little according to truth 
of the Wo:iks and Doings of Gold ; for God will not 
maiyteſt bnnſ=1t unto the Soul which 1s defiled with 
Sin, Intquity or Filthineſs. And ſoit People were a- 
Ike Obehent to the Word of our Miniſtry, an! if the 7 

would 
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Would come to hear it (for their refuſal do that is 
one Act of their Diſobedience ) then they would be 
datisfied and convinced of our Truth, Sincerity and Up- 
rightneſs therein : Even that we do Not handle the 
Word of God deceitfally, but by manifeſtation of the truth, 
commenting our ſelves to every Mans Conſcience in the 
ffght of God, 2 Cor. 4.2. And that we do ſpeak out 
the Trath, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth, 
not making leſs of 1t, nor concealing any part of it ; as 
the manner of moſt Preachers and Teachers 15, leaſt 
they Giſpleaſe their hearers. JF any an will do his Will, 
he ſhall knw of the Doftrine, whether it be of God, or 
whetrer 1 ſpeak of my ſelf, John 7. 17. So on the other 
hand from what 1s written, That we might turn from 
our inigquities, and underſtand thy trath, Dan. 9g. 13. We 
may learn and gather, that the only way to come to the 
knowledge of the things of God, 1s by Obedience and. 
keeping hits Commandments: As contrariwile 1t 1s only 
becauſe of their Sin, Iniquuty and Tranſerefſions, that 
any do rzmain 1n 1gnorance and darkneis. 

As David ſaith by the Spirit, Come and hear all ye 
that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for 
my Soul, Pal. 66.16, So we(both Miniſters and hears 
ers) are allowed, yea in Duty we ought to declare and. 
make known our {6-eral Experiences between God and 
our Souls ; that if the fame be good, they may be tor the 
edifying and inffructing one another ; or it they be 
evil and failings, then 1t1s for the warning of each other, 
that we may all {ce the Rock, whereon our Souls, or the 
Souls of others, bad alinoft beenShipwracked; or the place 
and ftrmbling Block, whereat our ſteps had well nigh 
ſlipped: Or it any of the Miniſters of God he undey 
Reproaches and falſe Cenſures (as my preſent Caſe is) 
then we may Revearſe the matter from the beginnms and 
expound it by order unto the people, Acts 11.4. We bave 
Examples hereof in the Apoſtles, Peter and Paul ; vehoſe 
ſecond ' Epiſtle fo the Corinthians, 1s chiefly made up 
of Apologies and Vindications of himfelt, from talſs 
Calumnies and Reports. We may find the like in 
the other Prophets, Miniſters and Servants os _ 
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And the Rebuke of bis people he ſhall take away from . of 
ell the Earth, Iſa. 25.8. So 1n the mean while he 18 wel! 
pleaſed, that according to the Knowledge, Underſtand- 
ing and Truth he hath given them, they ſhould do it 
themſelves, WE | RE 
In miſunderſtandings between Miniſter and People, 
and ſo between Man and Man, there 1s moſt common- 
ly ſome fault on both ſides; So it .zs here, beſides the 
Sin and Ignorance, Perverſeneſs,, Stubbornnefſs, Con- 
tempt and Diſobedience to Gods Word and Command- 
ment, which 1s in the People of this Generation and 
Nation : I cannot ſay neither, Thar / have. made my 
Heart clean; or that T am wholly without fault or 
blame. Though here to cnter in my Proteltatton, 7 
all that hath come #n0n us, 1 have not forgotten God, nor 
behaved my ſelf falſly in his Coven.tat. When 1 taught and 
aftrmed conſtantly, that it was Ins Commandment and 
revealed Will, 7 will be 4 ſwift witneſs againſt falſe | wearers 
and againſ? them that turn aſide the ſtranger from his right, 
Mal. 3.5. Yet 1n the bearing forth and ſuftering for 
that Teſtimony, I gave way to ſo many things, which 
did favour of Men, and of the fleſhly corrupt Nature 
that was in me, that the work was ſpoiled and mit- 
manazed by me : Thateven ſeveral of his Saints and 
Servants were ready to 1magine and conclude, that 
there was nothing at all of God in 1t. When [was num- 
bred among the tranſoreſſors, 1fa. 53. 12. Bleſſed beGod for 
conforminz me therein to the example of Jeſus Chriſt 
vor Lord; and I was put into Priſon, yea into the 
{awe place with real Crinunals, who were there j4/tly, 
for they received the dus reward of their deeds, Luke 23. 4o, 
41. But I had done nothing amiſs as to that matter ; yet 
I was fooliſhly, falſly, and 1gnorantly dealt withal and 
proccedced againſt, as a breaker of Mans Laws; for- 
ſooth oply . becaufe I did exFort them to keep and to 
do according to the Laws of God ; and yet (till Let 
it be done accordins to the Law, Ezra. 10. 3. And 
I bad admoniſhed them of the breach and violation 
thereof, 1n order to bring them again unto Ins Law 


and into the way of his Commandments. I did noc- 
thing 
TA 
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thing more, or beyond;, or beſides this. But for me to 
be uſed as a Tranſgrefſour for this doing, by them wh 
in truth were the Tranſzreſfours themſelves, this was 
{trange Sottiſhneſs and Ignorance in'my Perſecutors and 
Opprefſours, who: did ſeek after my Soul, they have not ſet 
God before them, Selah. Pial. 54. 3. | OM 

Whilſt I was in Priſon T thought That God ſhould do 

ſomewhat more for my Deliverance-(yea, ſometimes 2 
vain Imagination did ariſe, That it ſhould bein 4 man- 
ner extraordinary by way of Miracle) then he did for my 
fellow Priſoners. For I thought it hard ; yea, ati horri- 
ble Suggettion did peep forth, and was juſt perceived in 
wy Mind, as 1f 1t would be Unrighteouſnefs 1n God if he 
{hould ſufter me to be plagued and hotden like other 
Men ; But blefled be-his. Name, 1t was not ſo with me ; 
For he bath been with me 1n five Troubles, and bath de- 
livered us from fo great a Death, and doth deliver + In whom 
we truff that he will yet deliver us, 2 Cor. 1. to. And he 

cauſed the Enemy to intreat me well in the time of Evil * 
For in every Priſon or Houſe of Confinement FT was in, I 

had more favour and kindneſs ſhewed unto me, then any 

other Priſoner. But as to the former part of this Thought 
of mine, a ſezſonable Anſwer did recur to my Mind, 
on this wiſe, viz, If thou wouldſt have God do more 
for thee then for other People 4n feeming like outward 

Condition, then thou thouldeſt ſee well to it, and en- 

deavour that Thou, even thou, doſt exceed and go be- 

yond thoſe my fellow Creatures and Brethren in Godli- 
neſs and Holineſs , and by a greater Zeal for the Name 
and Glory of God ; and by a greater Diltgence and La- 


| our to Promote and Propagate his Religion and Truth 


11 the World ; Through and by thy Sufferings, To brin 

many Sons and Daughters unto Glory. And if Gol ſhould 
reftore unto thee the joy of tis Salvation, and uphold 
thee with his free Spirit, then to make the-right 1nfer- 
ence and Practice afterwards, Ther will I teach Tranſ- 


 greſſors thy ways, and ſinners ſhall be converted unto thee, ['l. 


51. 12, 13.. For I ſhould be alike Zexlous and Ezrnelſt tor 
all the other Commandments, as. for thoſe particularly 
tor which I Suffered ; And - I ſhoutd bave reproved all 
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manner of Sin and Tranſgreſhon, even 1n all People, 
From the greateſt to the leaſt: And 1o in the meaneft 
all one as in the lighett; as I 1d reprove the Sin and 
Tranſzrefſion of the Rich and Mighty People ; for which 
my doing, they threw me 1nto Bonds and laid Perſecu- 
tion on my Loins. 

Holineſs unto the Lerd, and Obedience toall lis Com- 
mandments, 1s what God indiſpenſably expects and re- 
quires from atl his Servants and Creatures. But he looks 
for higher Degrees and a greater Meafure thereof 11 his 
Prophets, unto whom he Reveals his Secret, and brings 
them zear 10 himſelf. For ſoit ſhould be done by the Man 
whom thou chooſejt, and cauſe}t to approach unto thee, Plal. 
65. 4. and whom Almighty God doth delight to Honour, 
The Pſalnitt Pronounces ſuch an one Bleſſed. For cer- 
tainly the more Godly, or the more Devoted and given 
un to God, any one 18, he will have the more Peace and 
Comfort in this Life, and be the more Happy and Blet- 
1:d thronghout all Eternity. In the vitible Church of 
Cod in the ſeveral Generations and Countrics, There 
haye been all along Obſerved to have been thoſe of the 
Dewvoater fort; and fo there was amonett the Philoſophers 
or Profeflors of Philolophy , a ſtricter ſort then the gene- 
rality cf the reft. And truly 1t 1s this Devouter ſort and 
Stritter fect of Religion (1 mention this to all that {hall 
Hegr or Read theſe Words, to quucken and exhort them 
unto the utmoſt Preciteneſs and Circamſpett walking ) 
who when The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffererh violence, and 
the wiolent take it by force, They do alſo thus take 1t by 
force. We Read that when the Lord was to deſcend 
upon Mount Sinah; or when Joſes was todehver any 
extraordinary Meffage trom God unto the People, or the 
People were to mect with God ; Then the People were:t9 
Sanchty, Purity and Prepare themſelves four Days be- 
fore hand, and not to come near their Wives. And 
what theſe did for a ſet Time, his Prophets and eſpecial 
<-ryants did throughont the general Courſe of their Lite. 
That 1s, in the Thinss pertaining to God, they did ſome- 
what wore than others, Mat. 5. 47. For they were much 
more Godly than the common Randard and fizc of Re- 
Ision as it was then in the World. 


But 
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But here 7 will ſpeak of mine own Infirmities ; Inſtead 
of my being more Holy and San&ified then others ; in- 
ſtead of my being harmleſs and undefiled, and ſeparated 
from ſinners: And whereas 1 ſhould have exceeded the 
reſt of my Brethren in Godlinefs (conſidering what kind 
of Teſtimony I bore forth, and I ſuffered for) yet con- 
trarrviſe T tell into a Worldly kind and manner of 
Life, and did retain the vain and faoltſh things of Pride, 
and the Faſhion of this World ; all which was 12 no 
wiſe agreeable, but contrary unto the Spirit of the An-= 
tient Prophets. Good God ! How much 1d I herein fall 
oft and 2o afjge from his High and Heavenly Calling 2 This 
 thews, and hereby 1t may be diſcerned and ſeen, how 
caſy 1t is for the Things which ſavour of Men, and of 
the flethly corrupt Nature, and of the Pride of Lite to 
creep in and intermingle with the beſt and moſt Divine 
Works. IVow there was a day, when the Sons of God came 
to preſent themſelves before the Lord, and Satan came alſo a- 
0ng them, Joly 1.6. Even fon the molt Divine Things, 
fomewhat of the Devil, the World and the Fleſh, will 
come in and mingle therewith. The beſt Men have moſt 
Temptations , and the beſt Works meet with the moſt: 
Oppolition, which would endeavour to defeat and ſpoil 
it. And ſowhen I was employed 1n a Noble matter, whol- 
ly a right work (to allude unto Fer. 2, 11.) Laid not then 
{o carefully and watchfully ſee to 1t, as 1n duty I ought 
to have done, leaſt I ſhould omit or be gwity of ſome- 
what which would render it of none, or of. Jeſs effect : 
But throuzh my neglect and failure herein (I with I could 
ſpeak it Weeping) Satan got an Advantage over me, as to 
firve his own Pcſtilent Deſtructive Ends, in Letting, 
Hindring and Reſiſting of Good. . - | 
 F hadneed to take up a great Lamentation as to my 
felf, even To Weep with the Weeping of Faxer, Jer-48. 32. 
As I Remember from whence I am fallen. - And I ſhould 
Kerein Repent and do the fir works. As IT RecolleRt and 
can apprehend how very much Tam now fallen ſhort of 
what I was Originally Created unto. Thave often heard 
a ſecret.and {till Voice ſpeaking unto my Spirit, hKe that 
in the Prophet. O 1f-ael thou art my Servant, in whom [ 
will be glerificd, And fo it bath ſeetned to me; ASE 
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Alnighty God had called me by my expreſs outward 
Name O RICHAKD ST AFFORD, Thou art 
my Servant and Creature, in whom I will be glorified. 
Truly this 18 a greatiword,and belongs toieveryInhabitant 
throuehout the whole Exrth, whether Male or Female, 
Bond or Free, High or Low, Rich or Poor, they are all 
and feyerally the Servants or Creatures of God, in whom 
be will be Glorified. That 1s, either 1n thetr Salvation 
or Condemnation. The Lord hath made all things for 
himſelf; yea, even the Wicked for the day of Evil, Prov. 16. 
4. The Servants of God are ſuch who obey him and 
keep. is Commandments, and do the Things which 
Pleaſe him : In theſe he 18 glonfied to their own Good and 
Comfors. But thoſe again may be more properly [tiled 
the Creatures of God than his Servants, who hve at ran- 
dom, and 1n forgetfulneſs of their Maker ; and in theſe 
alſo he will be glorified to their own Evil and Punith= 
aent 

1n that day there ſhall be upon the Bells of the Florſes, Ho- 
Tineſs unto the Lord, Zech. 14. 259. So 1t fhould be writ- 
tcn upon the Fore. head of cach of us; and it ſhould be 
engraven upon the Tables of our Heart ; fo that it may 
be continually 1n our Mind and Remcmbrance. O Man 
or Woman, calling Bim or Her by their reſpective 
Names, Thou art my Servant. in whom the 1nviſible 
God will be glorified. As this following 1s a nearer and 
mure honourable Relations Wherefore come out from a- 
.ong them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 


. the unclean thing ; and Twill receive you, And will be a Fa- 


ther unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, faith 
the Lord Almighty 2Cor. 6. 17. 18. Even fo 1t1s here,it 18 a 


better and wore comfortable Diverlity tor the Lord Al- 
mighty to ſay unto us, Thou art my Servant 1n whom I. 


will be glorified ; then 1 he ſhould only ſay, Thou art 
my Creature in whom I will be glorified. For his Servants 
ſhall ſerve him, Rev. 22. 3. But amidſt the Common 
and Promiſcuous multitude of Mankind, There are ma- 
ny Rebels and Enemies, in whom he will be glorified 
though it be totheir Deſtruction. 
And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and the 
fit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but wo 
WI 
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witl not do them ;, for mith their mouth they ſhew much love 
bat their heart goeth after covetouſn:ſs, Ezek. 33. 31. And 
{9 by the outward poſture of People , and by their 
coming to the publick places of his Worthip they make 
a ſhew of much Honour, Reverence and Obedience un- 
to God ; but their Heart gocth after their own Pleafare 
or Profit. They are till for doing their own Will, and 
for going after their own Thoughts. They will fit a S2r- 
mon out ; but after it 15 over, and they are gone from 1t, 
they are apt to ſay, Their Lips are their own : Who is Lord 
over #5? Thereare thoſe who are yet more Diſobedtent 
and Rebellious ; for jthey will not ſo much as come to 
the place of Hearing. Others again will Hear and not 
Obey. And another ſort are forgetful hearers of. the 
Word. OF. 

As when Jeſus Diſcourſed of that True Bread which 
cometh down from Heaven, and giveth life unto the World:; 
The Hearers thereupon faid unto him, Lord evermore 
give us this Bread, John 6. 32, 24. So 1t 18 evermore the 
deſire of my Soul ; and fo it 13 of alt Farthfut and Know- 
ing People, when we hear ſuch an one 15 a good Mint- 
ſter, Preacher, or Teacher. Lord evermore give us the 
Preaching and Teaching of thy Spirit. For though the out- 
ward Teachers ſhould be removed into a corner, 11a. 30. 20, 
Or it the It of our Habuation 1s caſt into a Barren 
Ground, where 1s 2 Dead Minifiry or Dull Teaching ; 
yet the Spirit within us 1s Lite ; and by this Spirit we 
know the Things that are freely given us of God. For 
what Man knowtth the things of a Han, ſave the Spirit of 
a Man which is in him ? Ewen ſo the things of God knox- 
ech no Mon but the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2.10. Even 10 
the Ele& do know and diſcern more of the Things of 
God than other People, even by the Spirit which he hath 
given them. So they do now know and i1fcern more of 
the Appearances and Doings of God unto the World 
and to his Church, then the mixt Multitude. Shall the 
Lord do any thins, and not reveal the ſame unto his Servants 
the Prophets ? So Ins Elect Servants do know and recerve 
them for ſach, that is, for thoſe to whom God dpth com- 
municate himſelf more then to his Ordinary Creatures ; 
when the ſame was not neIOEY by the ms.” 
| , the 
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the People. There was never yet any true Prophet of 


the Lord, but who did approve, manifeſt and commend 
himſelf to the Hearts and Conſciences 'of ſome of his 
Servants. And ſo 1tas, that whereas the common Peo- 
ple in the Words of our Text, Shall #0, that 1s, in the 
latter Days, and towards the end of Time, Thar there 


hath been a Prophet among them. The Elect Servants of 


God know the very ſame at the Time, and whilſt the 
Prophet is among them. ay 

* Thoſe Prophets were Ordinary or Extraordinary. By 
the Ordinary Prophets, I mean the common Prieſts who 
were to Read and Expound 'the Law. By the Extraor- 
dinary Prophets are to be underſtood fuch, "whom God 
had Anointed with the Oyl of Gladneſs above their fellows. 


P 


To whom he had made known more of himſelf then he 


had done untothe common Stock and Level of Man- 
Kind. The Denomination of the Word Prophet, comes 
chiefly from Prophetare ; which ſignifies as much as to 
- ng Be ſpare not, lift up thy woice like a Trumpet,” and 
Jhew my people their Tranſorcſſin, and the houſe of Facob their 
fins, Ia. 58. 1. And ſoevery common Miniſter or Prea- 
cher of the Word, as he 15 Faithful and True 1n the Diſ- 
charge of that part of the Office, may be called a Pro- 
phet both in the Old and New Teſtament Acceptation ; 
as when we rcad& of the Schools -6f the Prophets. Is Say] 
alſo among the Prophets ? By this Word 1sdenoted that 
diftin&t Rank of Men, fuch as are the Prieſts and Cler- 
gy among us at this Es And ſo we read 111 the Goſ- 
pel, * For ye may all prophejie one by one, that all may learn, 
and all may be comforted. And the Spirits of the Prophets are 
Fubjett to the Frophets,'1 Cor. 14, 31. 32. But as one Man 

now 1s ſeen to excell another in Strength, Greatncls, 

Beauty, Wiſdom, or ſuch like according to the mant- 
Fold Variety ofthe Creation and Workmanſhip of God ; 

So the ſame everlaſting God ,' the Creator of the ends - 
the Earth , had alſo amongſt them to whom 'he 

Communicated a greater meaſure of his Spirit and. 

of the Knowledge of himfelf and of the things tpertain=- 

ing unto his Kingdom than unto others; as we read 
1n the example of the Prophets, Chriſt and the Apo- 
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Said Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, 7 muF poand 
Preach the Goſpel in other Cities, for thither am Iſent, And 
fo the Prephets and Apoſtles were as Captives removing 
to and fro, Ia. 49. 21. And travelling from Place to 
Place for to Preach the Word of God and to make known 
Ms Truth. And as Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe uttereth her. 
voice in the ftreerts : She crieth in the chief place of con- 
courſe, in the openings of the gates ; in the City ſheuttereth 
her words, Prov. 1. 25. So their Reſidence or Habitation 
for the moſt part was in or near the City of Feruſalem, 
the chief City of Fudea, where the Palaces of their Kings, 
Rulers and chief ot the People were. ThisI do the more 
willingly take notice of : Fecauſe there have been ſome: 
1,norant People in the Nejghbaurhood: of the Place of 
my Nativity, who did thereto:c refuſe to hear that part 
of the Word of the Lord which was commited to my 
Miniftration, becauſe they 1magine or fay, I am not 
longſft: e4 and ſettled in the countrey. O Fooliſh Peo- 
ple and Unwiſe! Should any one therefore reſuſe to hear 
the Antient Prophets, or Chriſt in the Days of mis Fleſh, 
or the Apoſtles, becauſe they d1d not always tarry 1n 
one place? Or refute to hear the Jewiſh Prieſts, who were 
in their time Wor ſhippers of the Father, and accepted with. 
him, becaute both Prieſts and People d1d three tines 1n 
the Year 20 up to Feraſalem. The right Practice and In- 
ference from hence {ſhould be for People to hear ſuch a 
one more gladly, and carneſtly, and to lay hold of e- 
very Opportunity, letting none fhp, becauſe he 1s' not 
ilways a Preacher among them. How Ridiculous and 
Non{entical would this ſeem and appear, 1f People 
would not go to ſuch Itincrant Judges for Juſtice ; be- 
canſe torſooth they do not come and inhabit 1n the par- 
ticular place of their abodde. And 1tis a hke Errour in 
Things pertaining to the future and endlefs Lite, to re- 
fuſe to receive Knowledoe at the Prieſts Lips, Mal. 2.7. 
Only becauſe they do according to the eſpecial Or- 
dering and Appointment of God Ran to and fro, Dan. 
£2. 4. For the increaſe thereof, and for the Publiſhing 
and communicating torth of the fame. Sa1d he, whoſe 
Example I defire to follow in this my Generation (for 
hereby £ ſhall have bolla'ſs in the Day of Fudgment, be- 
B 4. cauſe 


- n mmm t—— 


E263 
becauſe as he was, ſo are we in this preſent World) Wiſt ye 

not that I-rmufi be about my Fathers 'bufinefs? And fo 1 
Tpeak unto ye my-Country Men and Neighbours, Would 
ye not have me to be about 'my God and Creatours Bu- 
ſineſs? What 1s that ? Someof ye may be ready to think | 
and ſay : Why To declare unto Facob his Tranſorſſim, | 
and i0 ſjrasl his Sin. Micah. 3. 8. To bring Facob again u1- 
to him, Ifa. 45.5. And to endeanour to gain one Point, |} 
that 1s, if T could be ſomewhat inftrumental by hi s Bleſ- 
ſing and Grace,:and by the continued goings forth of his 
eternal Iruth (7 will cry wnto God moft High, unto God that 
performeth all things for me) to bring over the People of 
this Nation unto the obedience of one of his Command- 
ments; for this would be an inlet and help, and it would 

make way by degrees, and 1n ſucceſſion of Time to bring 

them over unto the Obedience of all the others. . - . 
- - T have often thought, that if at ſhall appear at the laſt 
Great Day of the Lord ; when he ſball write up the Peo- 

ple, and Rehearſe from the beginning of the World, all 
things as they were done, that I was a dojng the Work 
of the Lord all along ; as 1t ſeems to be according to his 

Word and Commandment now : Thou ſhalt not have thy | 
Brother in, thine Heart, Thou - ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
iVeighbour and not ſuffer Sin apon him, Lev. 19. 17. To 
teach Tranſsreſſors thy ways,and that finners may beiconverted 
witoGed,Plal. 51. : How will they(etpecially: ſome of my 
neareſt kindred according to the Fleth) be aſhamed and 
confounded, who have oppoſed and reproached- me ; 
and yet mach more w1ll they be aſhamed and confound- 
ed, who have Opprefled, Perſecuted and Impriſoned. 
ane. Then rhe lying lips will be pat to filence, which ſpeak ; 
grievous: things proudly and contempuouſly againſt the Righ- | 
zeous,-- Plal. 31.18. - And they will with that thoſe 
f Hands had been before -that cut off, - which have. acted 
F crael ant torinenting things againſt me.” Andthey who 
t did-not hear, but they did forbear (for they are a Rebellious 
if Houſe) yet-now ſhall know: that there hath been a Prophet 
emong them. That 1s, one who did faithfully and truly 

declare and tet them of thetr Tranfereffion and Stn. ( 
One -who, neither had, nor yet did pretend to have cx- 
tzaordinary Afﬀtſtances or Meaſures of the. Spunt , me 
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yet more knowledge than others of his Generation. Bat 
as Pazl faith, 7 thank Chriſt Feſus our Lord, who hath en-' 
abled me, for that he counted me faithful , putting me intg 
the Mi, 2 Tim. 1. 12. And He that is faithful in 
the leaFt, is alſo faithful in much. So according to that 
Ability and Knowledge God had given me as his Crea- 
ture, I have the Teſtimony of mine own Conſcience ; 
That I did endeavour all along to be faithful for the 
molt part, even to handle his Word According to the in- 
teority of my heart, and the skil _ s of my hands, P78. 72. 
And I would Not hide his Righteouſneſs, nor conceal his 
Truth, Pal. 40. 10. Which aroſe and he made known 
in my Heart ; Though when he Who gave autbority to his 
Servants, and to every Man his work, and commanded the 
Porter to watch, Mark 13. 34. Shall call me to an Ac- 
count about this particular Work he had allotted and 
ſet out to me ; for it 1s here ſaid, That he gave to every 
Alan his work. Herein I ſhall gwe up ſuch hike an Ac-_ 
count, That as 1t was managed by me, 1t was accompa- 
nied with ſeveral Failures and ImperfeCctions : Yet ne-- 

erthelets, this will be ſome joy and leſſening of the o- 

'ther Grief; that however I did endeavour to» get it done: 
and fimiſhed; thinking it better to have 1t done any way 
then rnot-at all. The Lord opened mine ears and 1 was not 
Rebellious : Which will be ſome hope and comfort in' 
that Day. I ought To have feared no more,nor be diſmay- 
ed. neither be lacking. er. 23. 4. 

In the latt great Day of Ji:dgment, The Lord will ſhew 
who are his, and who 1s holy: and will cauſe him to come 
ear unto him ; even him whom he hath choſen, will he caufe 
ro come near untd him, Numb. 16.5. At that Great Day 
of Deciiion, all Things that are written 1n the Scrip- 
tures concerning Ins Church and People, and concern- 
mg his doings towards the Children of Men, will be ful- 
filled and laid open : Then ſhall be known what Pro- 
zhets have bzen in the {everalGenerations andCountries. 

he Lord will recount his Worthies and bring them forth 
by their Names, who were for Signs 'and Wimneſſes to his' 

People. Then alſo thoſe Thmgs which are now 1n the 

Dark, and which People are in doubt and queſtion whi- 

ther there is any thing ofGod 1n 1t,will be brought to open 
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Light. And then God, who is judge himſelf, will ſpeak and 
ecftifie, Pai. 50. 6, 7. How He, even He himſelf was 
concerned therein ; and he will make all Ins Churches, 
yea, even all his Reaſonable Creatures know that he 
was God, even their God ; and conſequently they ſhould 
bave received hun for their Lord and Governour. x 

Many more things might here be ſpoken as tonchihg 


this, but for the more full Declaration of them, we re- | 


fer you to the Hearing of that Day : Both as pertaining 
how the Cate ſtands between God and all Mankind in 


the general ; and alſo as to every Individual and Parti- 


cular Soul. For He who hath Created theſe things, that 
bringeth out their Hoſt by number, he calleth them all by 
Names, not one faileth, will not paſs over nor Jet- ſhip 
ſo much as one Man or Woman without Examination 
and Retribution, when the Great Day of his Judgment 
15come. Whoſe Providence 15 over the leaſt Things even 
Sparrows, and the Hairs of our Head , He will Bring 
every ſecret thing vinto Judgment ; and we mult receive for 
the Deeds done inthe Body, whether they be good or bad. 

For we ſhall certainly be called 1mto queſtion for this 
Day, and ſo of every Days Actions, after that we are 
come to the Years of Diſcretion, and have the know le- 
dee of Good and Evil. I ſhall give Account of my Prea- 
ching and Miniftry, and fo the People will of their hear- 
ing and profiting thereby ; As alſo, they who refuſe to 
hear, who Contemn Gods Word and Commandment, w1ll be 
called to an Account : £Even thoſe who now forbear and 
are Rebcllions, ſhall know, and 1n the latter Days they 
ſhall conſider it: perfectly, whether they would or not, 
that there hath been a Prophet among them. I pray 
God to convince and make it known unto tFeInhabita- 
nts of this Nation, That they may be Wiſe and Diſcern- 
mz in Time, before 1t 1s too late ; and that they may 
know and come to hear the T hings that belong to their peace, 
before they are hid from their Eyes. | 

So much may lerve for Explanation and Paraphraſe of 
our Text, and to illuſtrate the Truth thereot : Now let 
us 1mprove the fame 1n tome few: Practical Uſes and In- 
Ecrences. | 


In 
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In the Firſt place, Seeing that theſe things are fo ; 
Hereby may be perceived the exceeding Benefit and Aq- 
rantage of a knowing and diſcerning Spirit. It is Re- 
corded of 1ſachar, That he was Diſcerning in the Times 
and Seaſons, that he might know what Iſrael had todo. This 
15 written for our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of 
the World are come: To the intent that we alſo ſhould 
' be diſcerning not ſo much in the Times and Seaſons as 
1n the latter and laſt end of things ; that we may know 
what we have to do, 1n this mean while 1n the Time of 
our Probation and Trial ; and how we may demean our 
ſelves in theſe Days of our Fleſh ; whereinGod doth prove 
us whether we will jkeep his Commandments or no; 
For truly if we did now ſo know and diſcern of the lat- 
terand laſt end of Things, as indeed we onght and may 
know of the latter and laſt end of Things, and we 
{hall beat laſt forced tot, when the End is come : «Heres 
by a great deal .of Sin and Evil would be avoided and 
prevented in the mean while; as alſo much Good and 
Duty might be done , which now through1gnorance and 
want of diſcerning, 1sleft undone. Eſchew Evil and do 
Good 18 all that God doth require of Man ; and the more 
any one doth eſchew Evil and do Good 1n the ſeveral in- 
ſtances thereof, it will be ſo much the better for that 
Man or Woman throughout all Eternity. And accord- 
ing as the Knowledge and Faith of People 15, ſo they do 
one or the other. 1f ye know theſe Things, happy are ye if ye 
do them, Said our Lord ta his Diſciples. Nay, 1t one 
did fully know ſuch and ſuch Things, and conſider 
throughly all the Reaſons that perſuade to it, there alſo 
he would do them ; as we find in the Things of Daily 
Uſe and Experience.' For almoſt all Sin doth proeced 
and ariſe from want of Knowledge. As for inſtance, 
The Sin of Unbelicf doth arife from want of the Know- 
ledge of the Power of God, what he cando ; As if any 
thing were too hard for the Lord, which nothing 1s. Had 
' Zacharias at that very Time- known that thoſe Things 


he was told of Lyke 1 20. world indeed be performed, he 
hadinot been truck Dumb for his unbelief. And fo the 
Sin of Diftruſt doth ariſe from want of the Knowledge 
of the Will of God, even what God will do. a {9 
LEE 2 WAR 


——————————— 
C28 


when any one falls into a Sim, through ſuch a foregoing 
Temptation, 1t 1s tor want of a true and through Know- 
legde ; for ſuch ſuppoſe and imagine; that there is more 
good 1n the Temptation, then really there is. It 1s com- 
monly taid, That if we did know before, what would come 
after, we ſhould never do amiſs. Which is moſt true, as to 
the Things pertaining to God, and to our own future State 
and Condition: As to which, we ſhould never finally, 
miſcarry, 1f we would receive into our Knowledge, all 
that God and Chriſt hath told us before concerning it. 
Our Creatour hath done his part ; for he hath made us as |: . 
Angels of God, capable to know Things before hand ; |: 
and alfo capable to Chooſe the 900d, and refuſe the evil. |: 
But this 1s the degeneracy of Mankind : This 1s their fault 
now, and will be their Condemnation hereafter ; That 
when they were ade tn Hoaogr, yet themſelves ſhould 
wilttlly become Of ns Underſtanding , but like the 
Beaits that Perith. That 1s, to be only for preſent and 
ſenſible Things, but not to regard the Future and Spiri- 
tual, which chiefly belong to Man to Mind ; becauſe 
they are his greateſt concern. Saith the Wiſe Man, Iore- 
over that tha Fleart be without Knowledge, it is nor good: 
Nay,it is fark naught; for ſach beingBlinded will infen- 
fibly ſhde into the Ditch of Deſtruction. As to thoſe who 
thall finally and cternally Periſh at the laſt Day , The 
Retarn will be made, and the Reaſon will be Aſſigned, 
My People are deſtroyed for lack of Knonledge, Hol. 4. 6. 
Which will hold true as to that everlaſting Deſtruction 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of hi; 
Power. Tt 1s not without very good Reaſon, That the 
Duty of Knowledge 1s 10 very much mculcated and re- 
commended inScripture,which was given to make us wile 
unto Salvation. Teach me good judgment and knonledge : for 
F have believed thy Commandments, Pal. 119. 66. To the: 
ſame purpoſe 1sProv.1.throuzhout. The neglect of Know- 
ledge 1s threatned and condemned 1/2. 1. 3. Er.5. 13. | 
Et. 27.11. Pf. 32. 9. | Fude. 10. Prov. 27. 22. Fer. 8.6. 
PF. 14.4. Eph. 4.18. P(;-82.5. Pf. 92-6. 2 Per.2. 5. In a 
Word , it 1s a very great Good , and will be a great 
Gain to have the knowledge of the Things of God, but 


chiefly of thoſe things that areto come, as well as of the. 
| | Things 
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Thipgs preſent. So it 18a great evil, and will be a great 
. Poſsto be found without this Knowledge. | 

Secondly, By what hath been aforeſaid from theWords 
f our Text, may be perceived the much yet greater ex- 


ng 
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ſearching of heart. Soafter the iuviſible and future things 
of God, which pertain tous Men, let there be continu- 
cd Thought and ſearching of Heart ; To give all diligence 
to make our Calling and Elettion ſure. Let this be all your 


Labour and Care : And as ye always Breath, and your | 


Pulſe 1s continually beating ; fo let your doings and 


movings be towards and 1n Subordination and tendency+,|,: 


to this great end, how to ſecure and lay hold on the bet- 


ter Things for your Portion. Thus to have Faich in God, 


and to Live by Faith, 18 indzed the way to be Carried from 
Faith unto Salaation. 

The Third Practical Uſe and Inference 1s, To tcach 
every one of us to be of anObedient, Humble, Lowly and 
Trembling Spirit. It hath been atoreſaid, that the wick- 
ed, Ungodly and Diſobedient, would fain have the 
Commandments of God be faſhioned according to thety 
imaginations andLuſts; and when they bave indeedS$in- 
ned, they would ſo make a ſhew, as 1t they had nof iin- 
ned ;-or as1if the Commandments cf God were not fo as 
they are Recorded in his Book, and dehvrered by his faith- 
ful Miniſters. I have Read among the {ayings of Lzther, 
That nothing diſpleaſeth God more than when we Defend and 
Cloak osr Sins, and will not acknowledge that we have done 
wrong, as did Saul. For this 18 Adding Sin to Sin, and a 
linking one Tranſzreſſion on to another. That 1s, when 
{uch have Sinned or Tranſgrefſed, 7» fpeaking oppreſſion 
and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the Heart words of 
fal/hood, fa. 59. 13. Fo vindicate themſelves ; and it 15a 


Periifting (11 in. their Stubbornneſs, Diſobedience and 


Rebellion ; which inſtead of leflening doth aggravate 
and increaſe their Guilt, and 1t doth provoke God more 
and more. By that manner of ſpeech, Conceiving and 
uttering from the Heart words of falſhood, Is meant and 
intended, when People will of {et purpoſe invent and. 


ſpeak lies and words of Falſhood at the very fame time | 


when they know it to be ſo, only to cloak and excuſe 
their foregoing Sins. But all this, both the tying fallc 
Spirit ; asalfo the Perverſe, Diſobedient, Rebell:ious and 


Refractory Spirit is far from the Godly ; as we may 


know by the Examples of David and Hezek1ah. 
By 
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By the way, though a parcel of ignorant People of 
Men plcaſers, whoare Corrupted by filthy Iacre, doim= 
agine or ſay, That a King or Rich an, ought not to be 
Keproved : Yet we learn and know the contrary from the 
Word of God, that they both may, and alſo they ought 
to be Reproved, if they commit Sin or Evil, all one as 


_ Inferiour People. We may Read in 2 Sam. 12. That 


when Nathan Reproved David, he 41d not impriſon Na- 
then tor it, as Amaziah and other Ungodly Kings would 
ſometimes dounto the Prophets of the Lord ; but he ac- 
knowledged his Offence. And David faid unto Varhan, 
{ have ſinned againſt the Lord. And fo when 1faiah de- 
nounced that ſad Meſlage to Hezekiah and his Poſterity, 
What 1s the Retarn and Anfirer which Hezeiiah made 
thereupon ? Ther ſaid Hezekiah to Iſaiah, Good is the Word 
of the Lord which thou haſt ſpoken, 11a. 39. 8. Both David 
and Hezetiah were Servants of the Lord, who were over- 
taken with a fault; but yet they are for our Example 
and Inftrudtien , how we ſhould behave our ſelves un- 


_ der the Reproof of the Word, eithes in the publick Prea- 


make it up and ſupply it, 1ſo as to render and yield it 


ching and Miniſtry thereof ; or when we are Rebukad 
privately, as one Man doth his Netghbour, Namely, not 


to Rankle in Spirit, nor conceive Enmity and Hatred a- 
gainſt the outward Perſon of him that doth it ; ike Ahab 
to Micziah Thate this Man, for he Propheſieth not good con- 
&rningme ;b»t evil. Not to kick again(t theReproot, becauſe 
It pricks the Conſcience; in which ſenfe, nctwithitand- 
1ng people harden themſelves now 1n the mean while, 
yet hereafter it will be found true, 7 is hard to kick a- 
gainſt the pricks. Nor yct ſhould any one dare to Reply 4- 
gainſt God, Rom 9, 25. Nor yet as 1t 1s 1n the Marginal 
eadins there, to Anfiver again ; for this 15 a fignot a 
Malapert and Saucy Seryant. But as the one 1s to gve, 
10 the other ought to receive the Reproof 1» the Spirit of 
meekneſs, and to acknowledge that he hath Tranſpreſſed 
avainſ} the Lord hisGod,and that he hath not obeyed his waice, 
Jer.3.13. But now he 1s heartily forry for it, and unteig- 
endly reſolves to mend his fault, and do to no more. 
The end and Requiring of the Law, 12Obettence : And 
this is the way when we have not performed that, to 


tor 
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for the time to 'come. All that God doth requirCof 
us, and the only way to plcaſc and be reconciled unto 
bm, is to obey tis Word, to have a great fear and dread 
of the inviſible God in our inward Parts, and a care not. 
to offend him, and to expreſs forth whatever Honour and 
Reverence we poſlibly can towards him. For though 


when weare full'and in Health, Youth and Strength, we 


areapt to deſpiſe him, and ſayin our Heart, tuſh God 
we care not for thee: Yet on the other hand when we 
arein Hunger, Want, Cold, Affliction or Pain, and 
more eſpecially when Old Age begins to creep on, when 
the Floods come, and the Winds blow and beat upon this houſe 
of our Body ; when Dangerous and Tormenting Diſeaſes 
are upon us, and grim Death approaches nigh to Arreſt 
and Carry onr Souls into another place, then we know 
and are indeed ſenſible, that as God doth Good, ſo he 
can alſo Puniſh and make the Creature really Miſerable. 
As when we are Hungry or Cold, or Sick, we would. 
w1llingly do thoſe things, and uſe thoſe mcans to be full 
and fatitsned, and warm, and well again. So we be- 
ing By Nature Children of Wrath, and hable unto Miſery 
and Detruction, which will at length certainly come 
upon us, unleſs 1n God 1s our help, in God 15 our Sal- 
vation, Life and Happineſs ; ſo that from hence the 
Word of Exhortation doth ariſe and run moſt forcible, 
to actually perſuade us to do thoſe things, and ſo 79 
walk that we may plzaſe God that he imay do theſe 
great and -good Things on our behalf; Namely, that 


when Death hath done its worſt and utmoſt upon uns, 


be may raiſe us up again, and give us the Bleſſing which 
the Lord hath commanded, even Life for evermore. That he 
Who hath filled the Hungry with good things, would fi!l 
our Hungry Souls with ſatisfaction. 7 hall be ſari;fied 
when [ El, with thy likeneſs, Plal, 17. 15. There is all 


contained m this Word Satisfied: what we can think of 
or deſire, or would have; for then 1t will be returned 
to our unſpeakable rejoycing : Now, 1t 18 as we would 
have it. What Man is he that defereth Life, and loveth 
many Days that he may ſee good ? Pſal. 34. 11. Sothe 
quelizon may be alittle reverſed and altered, What Man' 
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for the time to 'come. All that God doth require! 
us, and the only way to pleaſe and be reconciled unto 
bim, is to obey tus Word, to have a great tear and dread 
of the inviiible God 1n our inward Parts, and a care not. 
to offend him, and to expreſs forth whatever Homour and 
Reverence we poſlibly can towards hun. For though 
when weare full and in Health, Youth and Strength, we 
are apt to deſpite hum, and fay 1m our Heart, tah God 
we care not for thee: Yct on the other hand when we 
arcin Hunger, Want, Cold, Aﬀtiction or Pain, and 
more eſpecially when Old Age begins to creep on, when 
the Floods come, and the Winds blow and beat upon this hogte 
of our Body ; when Dangerous and Tormenting Dijcates 
are upon ns, and grim Death approaches nigh to Arreſt 
ana Carry onr Souls into another place, then we Know 
and arc indeed {enf{ ble, that as God doth Good, fo he 
can allo Punith and make the Creature really Miſerable. 
As when we are Hungry or Cold, or Sick, we would. 
willingly do thoſe tings, and ufc thote means to be full 
and fatisned, and warm, and well again. So we be- 
ing By VVature Children of Wrath, and hable unto Miſery 
and Detruction, which w:ll at length certainly come 
upon us, unleſs 1n God 1s our help, in God 1s our Sal- 
vation, Life and Happineſs ; fo that from hence the 
Word of Exhortation doth anſe and run molt forcible. 
to actually perſuade us to do thoſe things, and fo :8 
welk that we may plzaſe God that he i may do theſe 
great and -good Things on our behalt; Namely, that 
when Death hath done its worſt and utmoſt upon ns, 
be may raiſe usup again, and eve us the Blefſg wiic 
the Lord hath commanded, even Life for evermore. That tte 


Who neth filled the Hungry with good things, would h1! 
our Hungry Souls with ſatisfaction. 7 jÞall be ſarivfind 
when I anakte with thy likeneſs, Plal, i7. 15. There 18 a'! 
contained m this Word Satisfied: what we can think of 
or delire, or would have; tor then 1t will be returned 
to our unſpeakable rejoycing : Now 1t 18 as we would 
have it. What Zen is he that defereth Life, and lewrth 


many Days that he may ſee good  Plal. 24. 11. Sothe 


quelticn may be alittle revericd and altered, What Man 
23 
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x there that doth not deſire Lite and many Days 'that 
he may ſee Good ? For 'tis cvident, That if any one 
doth not deſire many Days, it 1s becauſe he doth not 
lee Good in-them ; and all this Life, and all this Good, 


and all this Satisfaction (it I fhould, expreſs it by more 


words, 1t:1s all but the ſame (till) 1s had by Obedience. 
Saith God to is reaſonable Creatures, Obey my WVoice 
and Live. | | | 2 

. As for the other Branch of this our Third Ute and Ap- 

lcation ; Namely, That we ſhould be of an Humble, 

owly and Trembling Spirit: . It 1s a part of and com- 
prehended. under Obcdicnce to thoſe Commands of our 
God, What doth the Lord require of thee, bat to wa!k hum- 
bly with thy God, Micah. 6. $. Serve the Lord with fear and. 
rejoyce with Trembling,Plal. 2. 11. Verily, verily, we poor 
mortal Creatures can never be 1n too low and humble a 
State ;.nejther can we have too mean an Opinion and 
Concett of our ſelves. For verily every Ian. at his bei 
wtate 5 1, altogether vanity, Selah, Plal..39. 5. There 15 the 
Ratification and Confirmation of it. And as every 


Que of us at our beſt State are altogether Vanity ; even- 


ſo we ſhould know and be ſenlible of as-much our ſel- 
ves, as to,lay itdeeply to Heart. Hxmble your ſelves in 
rhe fioht of God, and.he ſhall lift you up, James 4. 10. Con- 
{c{s your ſelves a5 nothing and altogether unworthy and, 
unprofitable. Then'it was when David was Little in. 
his own fight, That God exalted him to be King over all 
Iſrael ; and what was Ten Thouſand Tymes better be 
cave unto him his. holy Spirit, and the Spe of God ſpate 
by him, and his word wa: in his tongue. Buthe giveth more 
- Trp Wherefore he ſaith, God reſifeth the Proud, and 
crveth grace to the Humble. Here 1t they would be (till 

umble. therewith, andufe it well, he would 1ncreaſs 
even that A7ore Grace ; for he would give exceeding Gifts 
unto Men, if they would remain {till Low and Litre in 


' their own þosht. Put if once "= are lifted #9, then he 


binders, or v-itholds, . or takes Twag the Qualifications 
wherein they boaſt, or ſome way defears and ſpoils then 
that no Creature ſhould glory in his Preſence. My \clE 
am a {ad Example and Warning of this, for / fpe4t 9:7 
to my ſhane. T have perceived from within my felt, 

| G V: 1th 


EG a 


w— <> 


( 32) 
for the time to 'come. All that God doth require! 
us, and the only wayto plcaſe and be reconciled unto 
bim, 1s to obey is Word, to have a great fear and dread 
of the inviſible God 1n our inward Parts, and a care not 
to offend him, and to expreſs forth whatever Horour and 
Reverence we poſlibly can towards hun. For though 
when weare full and 1n Health, Youth and Strength, we 
areapt to deſpilc him, and ſay mn our Heart, tuth God 
we care not for thee: Yet on the other hand when we 
arein Hunger, Want, Coli, Aﬀiction or Pain, and 
more c{pecially when Old Age begins to creep on, when 
the Floods come, and the Winds blow and beat upon this hoxute 
of our Body ; when Dangerous and Tormenting Diſcales 
are upon ns, and gr1m Death approaches nigh to Arreſt 
ana Carry oar Souls 1nto another place, then we know 
and arc indeed {en{ ble, that as God doth Good, to he 
can allo Puniſh and make the Creature really Miſcrable. 
As when we are Hungry or Cold, or Sick, we would. 
willingly do thoſe things, and uſz thole means to be full 
and fatisned, and warm, and well again. So we be- 
ing By Nature Children of W-zth, and hable unto Miſery 


and Detruction, which w:ll at length certainly come | 


upon us, unleſs 1n God 1s our help, in God 15 our Sal- 
vation, Life and Happineſs ; ſo that from hence the 
Word of Exhortation doth 2nſe and run molt forcible. 
to actually perſuade us to do thoſe things, and fo,:s 
welk that we may pl:aſe God that hz: imay do thele 
great and -good Things on our behalt; Namely, tht 
when Death hath done 1ts worſt and utmoſt upon ns, 
be may raiſe us up again, and eve us the Bleſſing wich 
the Lord hath commanded, even Life for evermore. That tte 
Who hath fillzd the Hungry with good things, would h1!! 
our Hungry Souls with ſatisfaction. 7 jÞall be [a:1:frrd 
when I awake with thy likeneſs, Pial, i7. 15. There 18 a'! 
contained m this Word Satisfied: what we can think of 
or delire, or would have; tor then 1t will be returned 
to our unſpcakable rejoycing : Now 1t 18 as we would 
have it. What Aon is he that. defereth Life, and lowrits 
many Days that he may ſee good £ Pal. 34. 11. Sothe 
quelizen may be alittle reverſed and altered, What Mas 
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ts there that doth not deſire Life and many Days 'that 
ke may ſee Good ? For 'tis cyvident, That if any one 
doth not defire many Days. it 1s becauſe he doth not 
lee Gopd 11them ; and all this Life, and all this Good, 
and all this Satisfaction (1: I ſhould expreſs it by more 
words, 1t:1s all but the ſame (111) 1s had by Obedience. 
Saith God to his reaſonable Creatures, Obey my Voice 
and Live. __ | | 

. As for the other Branch of this our Third Ute and Ap- 

lication ; Namely, That we ſhould be of an Humble, 

owly and Trembling Spirit: . It 18 a part of and com- 
prehended. under Obcdicnce to thoſe Commands of our 
God, What doth the Lord require of thee, bat to walk hum- 
bly with thy God, Micah. 6. $. Serve the Lord with fear and. 
rejoyce with Trembling, Pal. 2. 11. Verily, verily, we poor 
mortal Creatures can never be 1n too low and hunnible a 
State ;. neither can we have too mean an Opinion and 
Conceit of eur ſelves. For vcrily every fan. at bis bei 
Hate ; 1s altogether vanity, Selah, Plal..39. 5. There 1s the 
Ratification and Confirmation of it. And as every 


que of us at our beſt State are altogether Vanity ; even. 


ſo we ſhould know aud be ſ{enlible of as.much ons ſel 
ves, as to,Jlay it deeply to Heart. Hymble your ſelves in 
the fight of God, and. he ſeal lift you up, James 4.10. Con- 
{cſs your ſelyes as nothing and altogether unworthy and, 
unprofitable. Then'tt was when David was Little in. 
hi; own ſight, That God exalted him to be King over all 
Iſrael ; and what was Ten Thouſand Tymes better bc 
cave unto him his. holy Spirit, and the Sprras af God ſpate 
by hizs, and his word wa: in his tongae.. Buthegweth more 
Grace Wherefore he ſaith, God reſifteth the Proud, and 
civeth grace to the Humble. Here 1t they would be (ill 

umble. therewith, and uſe it well, he would increaſe 
even that ore Grace ; for he would gre exceeding Giits 
unto Men, if they would remain {till Low and Zittle in 


« their own 1sht. Put if once ey are lifted xp, then he 


binders, or vritholds, . or takes 4wag the Qualifications 
wherein they boaſt, or ſome way defears and ſpoils them 
that no Creature ſhould glory in his Preſence. My {c1t 
2m a ſad Example and Warning of this, for / ſp2az 157; 
to wy ſhane, T' bave percerred from within my felt, 
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drawings of God upon the account of my Spiritual Pride 
and Aﬀectations of gentility and ſuch like. It 1s my 
preſent Te{timony, and I declare it of mine own m1iſ- 
erable Experience; for hereby I ſhall loſe ſo much of 
that Full Reward which I night bave had for all Eternity, 
if I had all along remained Little in mine own feoht, and 
ſuch asa Creature ſhonld be. Take heed and beware of 
Pride, and of the leaſt giving way unto the lifting up of 
Mind : I mean that which no Man ſeeth, but 1t 18 known 
only between God and thine own Conſcience. Asa- 
fore faid ; No Man can be too Low and Humble. So 


| kerent 1s, No Man can keep too far off from Pri1e, 1ſo as 


not to give way nnto the Thoughts and Dictates there- 
of 1n tie leaſt, 1t being a deadly and dangerous Evil. 
And then for what belongsto this(for fear and humili- 
ty commonly 20 together) that we ſhould always be in a 
icartul and trembling State, according to what Past 
inth, And I was with yow in Weakneſs, in Fear, and 11 
much Trembling , 1 Cor. 2.3. It is Obſerved, That 1n 
very Cold weather, how little and contracted we are 
within our felves : When we are Cold or Hungry, or 11 
Pin, or in AMiction, then commonly we leaft ftand 
up0n,and do not care tor, nor value the mictties of Pride, 
Bit we are Humble, viz, ſuch as frail and miſerable 
Creatures ihould be : Even ſo for the very ſameReatun,we 
ſhould Paſs the time of our ſojourning here in fear. For tie 
mo{iBrittleGlaſs is not more ſubject andhable tobe bro- 
ken then'wWeare 1n all timcs and places ſubject toDeſtr- 
uction and Miſery. For what is our Life * 1t is even as a vas 
powr tha: appeareth for a little time, and then vaniſh*!th a- 
37.79. Ti 1s but a puft of Breath in our Noſtri!s; And 
what 1s more fluid and uncertain then that ? Suppoſe a 
Man xrere to tread on a Rope an Hundred Yards high, 


from whichif he ſhould fall,he would certainly break his 


Neck : or ſuppoſe we were to paſs over a wide River or | 
deep Pit on a Bridge.no troader than jult theSoles of our 
Fect: and we tad nothing at all to hold by, How cares 
ſnlly and fearfully ſhould we walk thereon? So 18 our 
Cf and Condition in the Body, and m thigLife. For 
though the Eye of Sencc eeth it not, yo the Eye of Faith, 
milthe Eyes of gur 1 Inderftanghug being REN 
vel 
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dodifcern and know, That we are as yet (it is bt for 
a4 very httle' while) kept from the dreadful Things of tlie 
inviiible World, only by this thin vail of Fleth which 
we carry about us. We are but for a very ſhort reſpite 
preſerved from drowning by this tottering and ruinous 
Ark of the Body, which will not preſerve us always. 
Now if a poor Creature was to ſwim for his Life, he 
would not be without fear 18 the midft of his Swim- 
wing, if he hath any ſenſe or apprehenſion of his Dan- 
ger ; And 1t he hath no ſenſe nor apprehenſion of his 
Danger, then he will be certainly Drowned and Perith. 
Jalt 10 1s the Condition of all Peopie in this World. We 

ar: by Nature the Chil1ren of Wrath, as well as others. And 

as ſuch, Death and Hl followed with\him, Rev. 6. S. 
Like a cruel and devourins Dog, doth run after and 

purſte us. So that the iame Word which the Angel 

{pake unto Zo:, doth belong to Wery one of us, Arife 

and eſcape for thy Life, And truly, unleſs we do arilc 
and eſcape for our Life , and unleſs we are warned 

(as the Preaching and Miniſtry of the VVord grves the 
warning, mnd unle{s we take the warning, which the 

Obedience to the ſan word doth. As it 1s written, By 
Faith Noah being warned of God, of things not ſeen as yet, 

prepared an Ark to theS:ving of his Houſe, Heb. 11. 7. But 

if 1t were not for tus, we ſhould certainly fall into the 

Damnation of Hell. And thoſe People , who} like 

Brutes Beaits go biindfold through the vale of this Lite, 

without any ſence,apprehenſion or fear of the Damoati- 

no of HelEthey will more ccrtainly fall uwent. T 

ſon why any are fo fearleſs and unconcermet as to this 

(as too many are) is begguſe they ſee it not. But 3£ HelJ 

Fire was evidently ſe: M; before their Eyes; They would 
te at their wits ends, and think they could never get far 
enough off from ſo terrible a thing. Even as Lot did a- 
riſe and eſcape -for his Life, to avoid the Flames of S$9- 
dom and Gomorrah; So where they ſee 1t by Faith, 
will reatorable people ariſe and clſcape for their Lite, 
to avoid the Fire and Damnation of Hell ; all one as we 
now {2 they do whatever they can to run from an In- 

undat:on of Water, or from the Sword of a devouring 

Encmy. In this Jaſt Inſtance, when people fly from 
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the Sword, from the drawn Sword and from the greiouſ- 
neſs of War, Are they then without fear? In no wile, 
unleſs they ſhut their Eyes, or are (tupid ; and then ſach 
are ſoonelt knocked on the Head. Even fo again it 1s 
bere, The [if Enemy Death dogs ns at our heels: ' And 
As it is faid 1n the Book of Revelations, Hell follows with 
him. And can then people live without fear > And yet 
for all they who live mot withont fear of Hell, will 
ſooneſt fall into 1t. I have read of Damorles fitting at: 
2 Table feeding npon Dainres and good Chear, but di- 
rectly over his Head there d1d hang a drawn Sword by 
a ſingle and weak Thread. Such an one as long as he 
did not fee 1t, micht be without fear ; but 1f he'did look 
up and behold it, then he can be no longer heartily and4q 
rcally merry, Vo more thenBelſhaz.zar could when he ſaw the 
hand writing »pon"the Wgg!l. In hike manner, The Wrath 
0f God (which 1a 0 13 calleÞ the Sword of the 
Lord) ts revealed from Heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs 
of Men; and it hangs directly over all the Children 6f 
Drſobedience, and all the Sinners and Tranfgreflours 
of the Earth, by the ſingle Thread of theiff uncertain 
Lives. For this fame Wrath of God will be really cx- 
ccuted upon and ſenſibly felt by them after that their 
Breath 1s gone out of theirNoltri!s,and theirSonls are dc- 
parted from their Bodies. How then can any Live in plea- 
ſure pon the Earth, and be wanton, and noarith their hearts 


as in aday of Slaughicr 2 Unlet5 to compleat the Paralcl 


1n this alſog Herein they become Like the” Beaſts that 
Periſh , AsSt6 be quite inſenſible and 1gndfant 'thercof. 
'Alas! Notwithſtanding the Brute Beaſts are thus in- 
ſenſible and i2norant 1n then while, they mult at 
length come to the ſhambles, andthen they {mcll Blood, 
and they. would {in not go, but-they are puthed in. 
Even 1o thoſe who by multitudes are going on 1n the 
way to Death and Hell, when they come near to the 


firſt, then they beozn to know and are {eni:ble of the-. 


ether aifo ; but then it 1stoo late, And the door was ſhat, 
Mat. 25,16. Time palt cannot be reca!led ina Thought 3 
neither will 4 Defre at the laſt gaſp be accepted tor 2 
godly and we:l ſpent Ze, ” 


7 4 


"They 


——— 
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They who in the midſt of Life and Health, go on ſe- 
curely without the fear of God, and of his Threatnings, 
and in unmindfulneſs of their Latter End : Even thefe 
will not be without fear when the Time ts comethat they 
muſt Die : Bat the Soul will indeed Shiver and Tremble, 
as She 1s taking her flight forth into the inviſible World. 
Or if ſhe ſhould be hardened and rendred inſenſible 
through a foregoing Deadneſs in Treſpaſſes and Sins ; or 
through Bocily Pain and Sickneſs, which take up .and. 
employ all hec Faculties at that time ; yet after ſhe is 
2ctually diſloived from this Tabernacle of Clay, then if 
the 1s loaden with Sin and Guilt, will facceed A cr- 
tain fearful looking for of Tudgment, and fiery Indionation 

Mhich ſhall dezour the Adwerſaries, Heb. 10. 27. For in 
the World to come there 1s no hardening againſt God, 
or the ſence of his Judgments. . Thereia the Devils believe 
and tremble. 
' AF people muſt and will fear one time or another. 
But a« the Wiſe Man faith, Happy is hethat feareth always ; 
who tcars moit in this World that he may fear leaſt in 
the World to come. For from this kind of tear, that 15, 
2 fearoi God, anda fear to Sin againſt him, doth pro- 
eccd a good Conſcience; thence 18no fear, that 1s ſlaviſh 
or hath torment.Then comes Perfett love which cafteth og: 

car. But as it 18 written, When the Sun was going down, 
a deep ſleep fell upon Abram,and lo an borrour of great dark- 
nels {ell upon him. So'now the Sun of our Lite 1s going 
down ; letit-be doth our Deſire and Prayer, and alſo 
Enaccarour, that a Filial and Reverentiat fear, a great 
fiw and Dread of the invitible Loyd God may fall, and 
always remain upon our Souls and Spirits. . That for 
theſe very few (now they are fewer then ever they»were 
j2D)Temaining Days of our Piler:mage we may Walk in 
tie fear of the Lord, and 'in the Comfort of the holy Ghoſt, 
acainfſt the time comes when we are to fall ſeverally 

Ajleep in the Lord Feſus; and from thence cver to awake 
- fer 1s hikeneſs. 

it hath been fulfilled alrcady as to the Tnhabitants of 

ths Nation and Generation. - The ſame 1s now ful- 

Ailing whillt T am Publiſhing theſe things; and 1t will 

bc yo nictledas to their future kind of behaviour towards - 
$4 9 y , my 


(38) 

my Miniſtry, (For all will no: believe, though a Man de2 
clare it to them.) whilſt I go 1n and out amongſt them, 
But eſpecially it will be more evidently,clearly and illu- 
frriouſly fulfilled after thatewe are all departed off fron 
this Earth, C Behold I have told you before.) And they, whe 
ther they will hear,or whether they will forbear (Why do not 
ſome hear, and others forbear) For they are a Rebellions 
Hoxfe. Notwithſtanding now. they call themſelves 
Chriſtians ; but as All are not Iſrael, who are of Iſrael, 
Rom. 9. 6. So all are not Chriſtians at this Day, who 
hold faſt the Name thereof ; Yet They ſhall Enow that there 
bath been a Preacher among them, who bath Preached the 
Words of God and of eternal Life. 


Conſider what hath been ſaid, and the Lord nive you un< 
dewffanding in all things. | 


_  $o Witneſſeth RICHARD STAFFORD a 
Scribe inſtructed in the Law of GOD, and inthe Goſ- 


pel of FESUS CHRIST. 
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As Paxl was in the City of Feruſalen brought up at the 
Fre: of Gamaliel ; So T was tor the ſpace of Six Vears 
Educated at A7agdalen Hall in Oxford. 6 
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"OY LOND O N. 
"Printed in the Year, 1700. And are to be Sold unto 
fuch who Will zceive rhe Love of the Truth that they might 
be ſaved, 2 Thel. 2. 10. And who mill Conſecrgre their gain 
wnto the Lord, and their ſubſfance to the Lord of the whole © 
Earth, Micah. 4.13. and towards the outward labous 
and charge of ating tows his Truth. 33. 19, 
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